
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4321 June 9, 2010 
Party here and our leadership on our 
side. It is socialism on their hand. On 
our hand, it’s freedom, personal respon-
sibility, and accountability, and we’re 
fighting for freedom and continue to do 
so. 

Mr. AKIN. Freedom is a beautiful 
thing, but we have to realize there are 
a couple of things that come along 
with freedom. If you really want to be 
free, you’re going to have to be respon-
sible as well. You can’t assume Big 
Brother government is going to do it 
all for you. The other thing is, if you 
want to be free, you have to tolerate 
the fact that other people near you 
may be successful. You have to suffer 
with some guy next door that’s made 
millions of dollars and he gets to get in 
a fancy motorboat and ride around and 
maybe you’ll feel jealous and even cov-
etous of him. But that’s freedom. You 
have to allow people to succeed, and 
you have to realize that you can also 
make a mistake and fail but you can 
have the freedom to get up and try 
again, but at least the government 
won’t chain you down with regulations 
and bureaucracy and red tape and drive 
you into the dirt like an airplane 
that’s not being flown right. 

I thank you very much for joining 
me, Congresswoman LUMMIS and Con-
gressman BROUN. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
NYE). All Members are reminded to re-
frain from engaging in personalities to-
ward the President. 

f 

THE BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. LATOURETTE) is recognized for 60 
minutes. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, 
thank you for the recognition. I want 
to thank the minority leader, Mr. 
BOEHNER, for granting me the privilege 
of speaking here this evening. 

What prompted us to come forward 
this evening is an announcement that 
took place before the Memorial Day 
weekend by the majority in the House, 
the Democratic majority leader and 
others, that it was not anticipated that 
they would be producing a budget. This 
is my 16th year in the Congress, and I 
know that that has not happened in the 
previous 15 years that I’ve served here. 
And in checking, I’m not aware, since 
the Budget Act of 1974 was enacted, 
that the House of Representatives 
hasn’t put forth and produced a budget. 

Just like at home, the reason that a 
budget is important is that it allocates 
resources and says what you’re going 
to spend on what and, in the case of the 
government, what you’re going to over-
spend and are going to have to borrow 
from places like China to finance the 
deficit and the debt. As a matter of 
fact, the news reports indicate that we 

are projected to have a budget deficit— 
that’s just spending more money this 
year than we have—of about $1.4 tril-
lion, which is certainly significant. 

The thing about that debt, it’s not 
money that we just have laying around 
or we borrow from the guy down the 
street. Most of it is borrowed from the 
financial institutions on Wall Street 
that we spend a lot of time bailing out 
and also foreign countries. China and 
others own a good portion of our debt 
as well. 

So it was alarming that the an-
nouncement was made that we 
wouldn’t be producing or the majority 
would not be producing a budget. 
Alarming because you wonder, maybe 
we’ve been really busy here and we 
haven’t had time to get to something 
as important as the budget. And then, 
of course, after the budget is passed, 
that leads to what’s called the appro-
priations process where the Appropria-
tions Committee gets together and de-
termines what we’re going to spend on 
defense, what we are going to spend on 
education, what we are going to spend 
on the environment and so forth and so 
on. So, until you have the budget trig-
ger, there’s no allocation to the Appro-
priations Committee so they can begin 
their work. 

So it’s not just a matter of not hav-
ing a blueprint, not having a budget; 
it’s a matter of them not having the 
spending bills in place. Although, 
again, we’re sometimes late in deliv-
ering those, it’s pretty unusual that we 
don’t even start the process with a 
markup in the subcommittees of Ap-
propriations, certainly preparing the 
bills for floor activity. 

In thinking about it, the President of 
the United States, President Obama, 
he’s also charged with delivering a 
budget, and I think we all know that 
President Obama has been pretty busy. 
I mean, there’s a lot going on. There 
have been a lot of things happening 
since he became the President of the 
United States that require attention. 
Some have been disasters; some have 
been financial difficulties. We’ve seen 
Greece go bankrupt on the other side of 
the ocean. But even as busy as Presi-
dent Obama has been, he discharged his 
statutory obligation and delivered to 
Capitol Hill in a timely fashion a budg-
et. Now, you may not be crazy about 
the budget. You may think that the 
budget spends too much as I do, the 
President’s proposal, but at least he 
did what he was supposed to do and 
present a budget. 

That caused me to sort of examine 
what it is that we’ve been doing here in 
the House of Representatives or, more 
correctly, what the majority has de-
cided we should be doing in the House 
of Representatives here since the be-
ginning of the year to determine what 
it is that we have been so busy doing. 

It’s particularly important to talk 
about that a little bit because the first 
12 years that I served in the Congress— 
I happen to be a Republican—there 
were more Republicans in the House of 

Representatives than there were Demo-
crats, and so we were the majority 
party and we determined what came to 
the floor, when it came to the floor, 
just like the Democratic majority does 
today. And we were doing such a bang- 
up job that in 2006 the voters replaced 
us and made the Democratic Party the 
majority party. 

But one of the central themes of that 
campaign that the Democrats made all 
across the country was you need to put 
us in charge because the Republican 
Congress is a do-nothing Congress, 
they’re just not doing anything. And, 
as a matter of fact, they indicated that 
we weren’t working full time. Now, 
anybody that’s been here knows that 
that’s really a specious argument, a 
false argument, but it sold newspapers. 
It looked good on the talk shows when 
people would say, well, we’re not even 
working a full week. Well, you know, 
some of the work is done here on the 
floor, a lot of the work is done in com-
mittee, a lot of the work is done back 
in our districts, but to say that we 
weren’t here five days a week and they 
were going to change all that was an 
interesting campaign slogan. 

But just walking over here, Mr. 
Speaker, I got a notice from the major-
ity leader. We’ve just come back from 
our work period back in the district for 
Memorial Day. We didn’t have any 
votes on Monday. We’ve done some-
thing called suspensions that I’m going 
to talk about the last couple of days, 
together with a bill that I guess we’ll 
try and finish up tomorrow. But I just 
got an email, courtesy of the majority 
leader’s office so that we know what 
our schedule should be, that we’re not 
going to have any votes on Friday. 

So, despite the fact that the Repub-
lican majority in 2006 was labeled as 
the do-nothing Congress and we didn’t 
work 5 days a week, we have accom-
plished a whopping 3 days of floor ac-
tivity here in the House of Representa-
tives after being at home for Memorial 
Day for an entire week. 

I thought to myself, well, maybe we 
should look to see what it is we’ve been 
doing because, clearly, if we’re not pro-
ducing a budget—and we’re going to 
talk a little bit about other things that 
haven’t been occurring around here— 
maybe we’ve been preoccupied with 
really, really important matters that 
needed to be addressed. 

What I found out was, as I examined 
it, that there have been 337 recorded 
votes on something known as suspen-
sions, and, you know, Mr. Speaker, but 
just so the record is clear, a suspension 
is a noncontroversial bill where it’s 
cleared, usually by the majority who 
says to the minority, We’d like to do 
this on suspension. Most of those 
things are by agreement. 

The way that works, it’s called a sus-
pension because you’re suspending the 
rules, you’re not bringing a bill to the 
floor pursuant to the regular order. 
You’re bringing it in a way that’s de-
bated for 40 minutes. Each side gets 20 
minutes, and then there’s a recorded 
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